
OFGEM CONSULTS 
 

A consultation document published by Ofgem 
says that EDF Energy (EDFE) “will be penalised 
under the IIS (Interruptions Incentive Scheme) 
for interruptions associated with the Dartford 
[power cut] event. We estimate that this will re-
sult in a £2m penalty on EDFE under the IIS”. 

EDFE has applied for the incident at Dartford Creek ca-
ble bridge, during which 94,000 people across South 
East London and North West Kent were without power 
for up to three days, to be exempt. However, the Ap-
pointed Examiner has recommended that an exemption 
should not be allowed due to their failure to prevent the 
incident from occurring. The IIS is a different to the 
Guaranteed Standards Scheme, under which customers 
make claims if they are without power for over 18 hours. 

Commenting on the consultation, Bexleyheath and Cray-
ford MP David Evennett said “I am disappointed that 
nearly a year after the incident occurred, we still appear 
to be some way from a resolution. Ofgem’s consultation 
says that EDF Energy was at fault for not properly secur-
ing the site – as I have argued since last July – and the 
£2million revenue penalty partly acknowledges this. I 
shall be writing to Ofgem accordingly. However, in my 
opinion, EDF Energy still needs to honour every claim 
for recompense under the Guaranteed Standards 
Scheme submitted to them”. 

BOWEL CANCER 
AWARENESS 
 

David Evennett, MP for Bexleyheath and  

Crayford, has published a symptoms guide  

provided by Lynn's Bowel Cancer Campaign on 
his website and in this Update to raise aware-
newss of Bowel Cancer Faster Diagnosis week 
(28 June to 4 July). 

 

Bowel cancer is the second most common cancer that 
kills, despite it being preventable and curable. MPs are 
working with Lynn Faulds Wood, the former BBC 
Watchdog presenter who was diagnosed with advanced 
bowel cancer after a year of medical delay. Thankfully 
she survived, and now devotes most of her time to help-
ing to save others. The cut out an keep guide is included 
in this Westminster Update, or it is available for 
download from Mr Evennett’s website at 
www.davidevennett.com. 
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BUDGET DEBATE 

 

David Evennett, MP for Bexleyheath and Cray-
ford, contributed to the debate on the  Govern-
ment’s Emergency Budget in the House of Com-
mons on Wednesday 23 June. He spoke about the 
problems left behind by the last Government, in-
cluding the massive budget deficit and debts. 
 

He raised a number of issues, including tax cuts and sup-
port for businesses, apprenticeships, public sector pay and 
increasing the state pension. 

 

He said that it was “A positive and constructive Budget in 
very difficult times. It was positive in its aims and objec-
tives, based on fairness and reasonableness, and in its 
twin approach of dealing with the debt problems and 
planning for the future. 

“We have a huge public debt and great unfairness in the 
tax system, and businesses, particularly small businesses, 
feel battered and bruised. We really do need a new ap-
proach and a new direction. Yes, the Budget is tough and 
austere, but it is also necessary and fair, and it is unfortu-
nately unavoidable because of the position in which we 
find ourselves. We need a decisive breach with the past so 
that we can build facilities and services for the less advan-
taged and the most disadvantaged, such as those who are 
sick and will need more help in the future.” 

BETTER VALUE 
FOR MONEY FROM 
PUBLIC BODIES 

 

David Evennett, MP for Bexleyheath and Crayford, raised 
concerns about wasteful and inappropriate spending by 
public bodies during Prime Minister’s Questions in the 
House of Commons on Wednesday 19 June.  The text of 
his question is included below. 

 
Q4. [2460] Mr David Evennett (Bexleyheath and 
Crayford): Labour Members might revere regional de-
velopment agencies, but is my right hon. Friend aware of 
the considerable amount of money wasted by some 
RDAs, especially on unnecessary expenditure on enter-
tainment? Will he confirm that, to get better value for 
taxpayers’ money, he will take action on RDAs?  

More news on the next page > 

 

Find all the latest news on the website at www.davidevennett.com 
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GOVERNMENT  

TAKES ACTION ON  

GARDEN GRABS 

 

The Coalition Government has started to imple-
ment changes to national planning policies to 
help prevent garden grabbing and give councils 
more flexibility on the density of housing devel-
opments. 

 

In a written statement published early in June, Rt Hon 
Greg Clark MP, the Minister for Decentralisation, said 
that national planning guidance on housing would be 
changed so that private residential gardens would not be 
classed as previously developed land, and the indicative 
minimum housing density would be scrapped. 

 

Commenting on the changes, David Evennett MP said 
“The previous Labour Government allowed too many 
green spaces, including back gardens, to be built on, and 
permitted too many high density developments. 

 

“These changes are welcome, as they put greater power 
in the hands of locally elected councils to prevent garden 
grabbing and overdevelopment”. 

 

STOP THE CLOT 

 

David Evennett MP supported a event organised 
by the Lifeblood, the thrombosis charity, at the 
House of Commons on Wednesday 16 June. 

 

He lent his support to a campaign to help raise aware-
ness about the estimated 25,000 preventable deaths 
caused each year from hospital acquired thrombosis – 
the UK’s single biggest preventable hospital killer.  

 

The ‘stop the clot’ initiative, spearheaded by the charity 
Lifeblood, is a week-long campaign to reach out to the 
general public and undergraduate medics, to improve 
understanding about the risks of developing deep vein 
thrombosis in hospital.  

 

EVENTS ATTENDED 
 

During the past month, Mr Evennett has sup-
ported or opened several events locally and in 
Parliament.  

 

In the constituency, he attended the opening of Bexley 
Mencap’s new offices in Church Road, Bexleyheath, the 
Bursted Woods PTA Summer Fayre and the first anni-
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versary celebration of Danson Childrens’ Centre; and he 
opened the Crayford Fun Day at Crayford Waterside Gar-
dens, the Barnehurst Festival,  and the Arts Council of 
Bexley’s Summer Festival in Bexleyheath  

Broadway.  

 

In Parliament, he has attended an event to support Carers’ 
Week, he has met with representatives of RNIB to discuss 
sight loss, and he supported an Adult Learners’ Week 
event, celebrating achievements in further education. 

 

SURGERIES 

 

David Evennett MP holds regular surgeries for  

constituents on the: 

 

First Friday of the Month at 17 Church Road,  

Bexleyheath, Kent, DA7 4DD, between 4pm and 6pm 

 

Third Friday of the Month at Crayford Temple Grove 
Children’s Centre, Iron Mill Lane, Crayford, Kent,  

DA1 4RS, between 4pm and 6pm. 

 

No appointment is necessary, however, please contact the 
office in advance where possible to discuss your case.  


