
Westminster Update 
News updates from David Evennett, MP for Bexleyheath and Crayford 

Issue 4: Power cuts report finally published—Queen Mary’s Hospital—Out and about in the constituency 

POWER CUTS REPORT 
OfGem published their report into the power cuts that took place in July 
2009 on Friday 22 October. EDF Energy will now make extra goodwill 
payments based on the Guaranteed Standards Scheme, which will mean 
an extra £700,000 to customers. They also announced that they would 
provide a donation of £750,000 for the local community. 
 

Mr Evennett met with Ofgem on Tuesday 27 October. During the meeting, 
he criticised Ofgem for taking so long to publish their report and for not 
punishing EDF Energy (EDFE) in any way for their failure to adequately 
secure the cable bridge site. 
 

He highlighted concerns about EDFE’s poor response to the incident and 
their lack of a contingency plan for such events, which affected over 
94,000 people in Bexley and North West Kent. He said that Ofgem should 
not have proposed fining EDFE if they were not going to follow this 
through. He also suggested that Ofgem should look at including a clause 
in future network operating licences to ensure that there is a duty to pro-
vide more adequate security to protect supplies. 
 

Mr Evennett said ““Whilst I do welcome the extra goodwill payments and 
money for the local community, EDFE’s failures have not been properly 
highlighted, nor have they been sufficiently rebuked for their inadequacies. 
I am disappointed that Ofgem did not stand up to EDFE. I hope that both 
Ofgem and EDFE learn from the mistakes that have been made and that 
such incidents cannot happen again.” 

A tough but fair plan to reduce the 

annual budget deficit 

 

Commenting on the Comprehensive Spending Review announced by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the House of Commons on 20 October, 
Bexleyheath and Crayford MP David Evennett said: 

“There is some very positive news in this review. There is more money 
for the NHS, schools and care for the elderly. There will be more appren-
ticeships and an extension of free early years education for disadvan-
taged children. The State pension will increase every year and key bene-
fits such as the Winter Fuel Allowance, free prescriptions and free TV 
licences for pensioners have been protected. I also strongly welcome the 
fact that Crossrail will go ahead fully funded. 

“Tough decisions have been made about spending and welfare reform in 
order to address the massive budget deficit left by the Labour govern-
ment. Overall, I believe that this review is fair and starts to put our public 
services and welfare state on a sustainable footing.” 

For all the latest news, visit David’s website at www.davidevennett.com 

St Paulinus Church Open Day 

Background to the power cuts 

Over 94,000 people were affected by the power 

cuts across Bexley and Kent after a fire at the 

Dartford Creek Cable Bridge in July 2009. Some 

people were without power for three consecutive 

days. 

At the time, EDF Energy only offered £50 good-

will payment to people without electricity for 24 

consecutive hours,  

David Evennett MP argued that EDFE should 

have paid out under the Guaranteed Standards 

Scheme, as they failed to prevent the incident 

from taking place. He  has also raised the issue 

in Parliament. 

The EDFE public meeting at St Martin’s  

Church, Barnehurst, in July 2009 

Meeting Barnehurst Golf Course’s new operators 



Lord Coe visits Bexley 
David Evennett, MP for Bexleyheath and Crayford, is pictured during an 
event at Europa Gym in Erith on Thursday 14 October to celebrate the 
announcement of a new Centre for the Club. The Guest of Honour was 
Lord Coe, Chairman of the Organising Committee for the Olympic Games.  
They were shown around the current facilities and met young gymnasts, 
boxers and martial artists. Europa Gym will be moving to the former 
Samas Roneo site off of Maiden Lane, Crayford, when the new develop-
ment is expected to open in September 2011. 
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Queen Mary’s petition delivered to Number 10 

David Evennett, MP for Bexleyheath and Crayford, joined James Bro-
kenshire, MP for Old Bexley and Sidcup, to help present the News Shop-
per’s “Our Last Chance” petition to 10 Downing Street on Thursday 28 
October.  
 
They attached a covering letter to the petition, highlighting the potential 
loss of accident and emergency, maternity, and other services, and the 
proposed “temporary” closures at Queen Mary’s Hospital. 

Contact details 
 

Write to: House of Commons, Westmin-
ster, London, SW1A 0AA 
 

Telephone: 020 7219 8403 
 

Fax: 020 7219 2163 
 

Email: evennettd@parliament.uk 

For all the latest news, visit David’s website at www.davidevennett.com 

Meetings and visits: As well as surgeries in Bexleyheath and Crayford, Mr Evennett’s other engagements have 
included visits to Harris Academy Falconwood, Beths Grammar School, Bexleyheath Jobcentre Plus, Barnehurst 
Golf Course; as well as attending the St Paulinus Church Open Day and the Friends of St Paulinus AGM. 
 
Vote check: Mr Evennett’s Parliamentary record over the last year is as follows—Spoken in Parliament 43 times; 
received answers to 237 written questions; and voted in 90% of divisions.  

Surgery information 

First Friday of the Month @ 17 Church Road, Bexleyheath, between 4pm—6pm 

Third Friday of the Month @ Crayford Temple Grove Children’s Centre, Iron Mill 

Lane, Crayford, between 4pm-6pm. 

No appointment is necessary, however, please contact the Parliamentary office 

on 020 7219 8403 to advise of your attendance. Excludes August. 

Evennett calls for improved student experiences 

Speaking in the House of Commons on Tuesday 12 October, following the Business Secretary’s Statement on the 
Browne Review of Higher Education funding, David Evennett MP called for improved student experiences and 
more innovative part-time courses. He said: 
 

“I welcome the Secretary of State’s statement and commend the Browne report, which is a really constructive 
piece of work. We need world-class teaching in our universities and we need world-class research in our universi-
ties, so reform must come, and we accept what the Secretary of State has said. Does he agree that the quality of 
student experience of teaching, tutorials and careers advice needs to be improved, and that we also need more 
innovative part-time courses?” 
 

Mr Evennett has spoken a number of times in the House of Commons since the last edition of the Westminster 
Update, including asking two questions to the Prime Minister. 
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